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Many  Police  Juries 
Have  Not  Acted  on 
Deer  Season  Dates 

A  cheek  of  records  at  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
reveals  the  fact  that  some  19  pai'- 
ishes  have  not  as  yet  taken  action 
on  setting  the  deer  seasons  in 
their  parishes,  as  required  by  a 
new  law  of  the  Legislature  which 
has  been  in  eifect  since  last  year, 
or  if  they  have  done  so,  they  have 
not  advised  the  Department. 

Under  Act  284  of  1946,  police 
juries  are  given  authority  to  set 
dates  for  hunting  deer  in  their 
respective  parishes,  provided  the 
dates  are  between  November  1  and 
January  10,  and  provided  the  sea- 
son does  not  exceed  a  maximum 
of  45  days. 

Under  another  law.  Act  332  of 
1946,  police  juries  are  given  the 
authority  to  close  seasons  entirely 
on  deer  provided  prior  approval  is 
obtained  from  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commissioner  and  such 
ordinance  is  officially  published  in 
the  parish  official  journal  for  four 
consecutive  weeks  prior  to  No- 
vember 1st. 

The  Department  plans  to  pub- 
lish a  compilation  of  the  various 
deer  season  dates  by  parishes  for 
the  information  of  the  general 
public  as  well  as  for  its  enforce- 
ment agents,  and  for  that  reason, 
police  juries  who  have  not  as  yet 
acted,  ai'e  urged  to  do  so  imme- 
diately. 

According  to  Department 
records,  information  is  available 
from  only  46  parishes  as  to  what 
(Continued  on  Page  8,  Column  2)  ' 


ALLIGATOR  TRAPPER  AT  WORK 


Several  Parishes 
Curtail  Season 
On  Squirrels 

With  the  exception  of  two  par- 
ishes, which  have  curtailed  sea- 
sons, the  season  on  squirrels  and 
rabbits,  one  of  Louisiana's  most 
popular  small  game,  gets  under 
way  October  1.  In  the  case  of 
squirrels,  the  season  runs  to  and 
including  January  15,  while  for 
rabbits,  which  is  the  longest  open 
season  on  the  statute  books,  the 
season  will  continue  through 
March  1. 

Two  parishes  have  curtailed  the 
season  on  squirrels  and  one  parish 
has  curtailed  the  season  on  rabbits. 
Under  Louisiana  law,  police  juries 
have  the  authority  to  curtail  or 
clo=e  entirely  the  season  on  any 
legal  game,  subject  to  the  approval 
ot  the  Commissioner  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department. 
The  law  does  not  give  them  au- 
tboiity  to  reduce  bag  limits. 

Allen  Parish  has  curtailed  the 
season  on  rabbits.  In  that  parish, 

where  throughout  the  state,  on 
October  1st,  but  will  close  Janu- 
ary   15,    instead   of  March    1st. 

The  bag  limit  on  squirrels  is  10 

and    possession   limit   is    10.     The 

season      on      chipmunks     likewise 

opens  on  October  1  and  continues 

through   February    1,   with   a   bag 

limit   of   10   and   possession    limit 

of  10.   A  total  of  120  in  the  aggre- 

footer.    S'^t'^  °f   squirrels   and    chipmunks 

Is   and    may  be  taken  during  the  season. 

There  is  no  bag  limit  on  rabbits 

and   it   is   the   only   game   that  is 

(Continued  on  Page  7,  Column  4) 

TRAPPERS  RECEIVE  OVER  $9,000,000  FROM  LAST  SEASON'S  FUR  CROP 

Value  of  Louisiana's  fur  produc- 
tion to  the  trappers  during  the 
past  season  exceeded  nine  million 
dollars,  and  the  total  take,  despite 
a  slow  start  due  to  warm  weather 


Alligator  trapping  was  big  business  in  Louisiana  last  seaso 
a  total  of  33,409  gators  were  taken.  The  trapper  in  the  above  p 
carrying  two  alligators  out  of  the  marsh  stream  where  they  were 
That's  a  seven  foot  one  on  his  shoulder  and  he  is  carrying  a  five 
Most  alligator  trappers  are  also  trappers  of  fur  bearing  anim; 
carry  on  their  alligator  hunting  after  the  close  of  the  season 
bearers. 

For  a  story  on   alligator  trapping   in   Louisiana  see   page  4. 
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at  the  beginning  of  last  season,  al- 
most equalled  the  all-time  high 
record  set  during  the  1945-1946 
season. 


This  information  is  revealed  for 
the  first  time  in  a  report  made 
by  Armand  P.  Daspit,  director  of 
the  Fur  and  Refuge  Division  to 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commis- 
sioner Luther  S.  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Daspit  points  out  that  last 
season  there  were  only  three  good 
trapping  days  in  the  month  of  De- 


cember, 1946,  and  28  days  in 
which  there  was  practically  no  fur 
taken.  This  was  due  to  unusually 
warm  weather  during  the  month 
of  December,  and  as  a  result  of 
this,  fifteen  extra  days  were  al- 
lowed for  trapping  in  the  marshes 
last  season  from  February  15  to 
March  1,  during  which  time  it  was 


estimated  that  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lion muskrat  pelts  were  taken  from 
the  marshes. 

Director  Daspit  further  reported 
that  the  decrease  in  the  price  of 
furs  considerably  reduced  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  the  trapper, 
although  his  Division  collected 
(Continued  on  Page  5,  Column  3) 
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Federal  Court  Dismisses  Suit  of 
Texas  Co.  Against  Stream  Control  Body 


A  three-judge  federal  court  has 
dismissed  the  suit  against  Com- 
missioner Luther  S.  Montgomery 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  and  chairman  of  the 
Stream  Control  Commission  filed 
by  the  Texas  Company  which 
charged  that  Louisiana  pollution 
laws  are  unconstitutional  and 
asked  for  an  injunction  to  prevent 
the   enforcement  of  these  laws. 

The  opinion  rendered  by  Circuit 
Judge  Elmo  P.  Lee,  District  Judge 
Ben  C.  Dawkins  and  District  Judge 
Gaston  L.  Porterie,  was  filed  in 
federal  court  in  Shreveport  on 
September  4,  and  denied  an  in- 
junction as  asked  by  the  oil  com- 
pany, and  granted  the  state's  mo- 
tion   for    dismissal    of    the    suit. 

The  suit  by  the  Texas  Company 
followed  a  citation  issued  by  the 
Stream  Control  Commission  to  the 
company  citing  certain  alleged  pol- 
lution violations. 

The  Texas  company's  suit  said 
that  the  order  of  the  stream  con- 
trol commission  violated  the  four- 
teenth amendment  to  the  U.  S. 
constitution  and  asked  that  the  act 
creating  the  commission  be  de 
clared  null  and  void  or  that  portion 
of  it  providing  for  issuance  of 
such  commission  order. 

Montgomery  and  commission 
personnel  in  their  motion  for  diS' 
missal  of  the  Texas  company's  suit, 
declared  the  act  creating  the  com 
mission  a  valid  act,  that  the  order 
issued  under  its  authority  in 
nowise  serves  to  seriously  affect 
the  business  of  the  company,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  failed  to  avail 
itself  of  the  administrative  ma- 
chinery set  up  in  the  act  to  secure 
relief,  before  resorting  to  the 
courts. 

The  three-judge  federal  court 
held  that  federal  courts  are  loath 
to  interfere  with  enforcement  of 
rules,    regulations    or    orders    by 


state  board  where  administrative 
relief  is  aff'orded  under  the  statute 
creating  such  boards  and  providing 
for  functions  of  those  boards.  The 
court  also  held  that  the  statute 
does  not  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  14th  amendment  in  that  it  does 
not  confer  arbitrary  powers  on  the 
Stream  Control  commission,  that 
in  the  provision  for  administrative 
relief  adequate  protection  is  af- 
orded,  that  the  Texas  Company  has 
the  right  to  petition  the  commis- 
sion for  a  hearing  and  it  is  manda- 
tory the  hearing  be  granted,  and 
that  the  commission  itself  is 
limited  in  control  powers  to  pollu- 
tion which  is  "unreasonable  and 
against  the  public  interest  in  view 
of  existing  conditions  of  the  waters 
involved."  The  opinion  points  out 
that  what  might  be  pollution  in 
one  stream  or  body  of  water,  might 
not  be  in  some  other. 

Act  Meets  14th  Amendment 

The  opinion  holds  "the  Act 
meets  the  test  of  due  process  of 
the  14th  amendment.  There  is  no 
conflict  with  other  prohibitions  of 
the  state  constitution  and  until  a 
final  order  of  determination  by  the 
state  court  on  review  of  a  final 
order  by  the  commission  has  been 
issued  adversely  afi'ecting  the 
plaintifi"s  right  application  to  the 
federal  court  is  premature.  The 
application  for  preliminary  injunc- 
tion is  denied."  The  company  was 
granted  10  days  to  file  a  reply. 

In  its  petition  the  Texas  Com- 
pany stated  that  during  the  year 
1946  it  paid  $2,800,000  in  sever- 
ance taxes  to  Louisiana,  spent 
$14,000,000  in  drilling,  and  paid 
out  in  rentals  and  royalties  56,- 
700,000;  that  it  operates  in  43 
fields,  37  of  which  are  in  the 
south  Louisiana  coastal  area,  and 
that  the  commission  order  will 
adversely  affect  its  business. 


E.  B.  Cope  Retires 
After  25  Year's 
State  Service 

E.  B.  Cope,  veteran  employee  of 
the  old  Conservation  Department 
and  of  the  present  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Dejiartment,  has  become 
the  first  employee  of  this  depart- 
ment to  apply  for  retirement 
under  the  retirement  law  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature. 
Mr.  Cope  who  was  70  years  of 
age  on  August  20th,  has  been  in 
the  service  of  the  state  for  25 
years,  and  23  of  these  have  been 
with  the  Conservation  and  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department. 
His  retirement  took  effect 
July  31st. 

He  came  with  the  Conservation 
Department  July  28,  1924,  after 
previously  serving  for  two  years 
with  the  superintendent  of  public 
funds.  During  these  23  years  he 
has  served  under  eleven  commis- 
sioners. 

Frank  Payne  was  acting  com- 
missioner when  Mr.  Cope  first 
came  to  the  department  at  the  age 
of  47  to  take  the  job  of  cashier 
and  chief  accountant.  Other  com- 
missioners since  that  time  have 
been  Joe  Everett,  Val  Irion,  Robt. 
Maestri,  Wm.  Rankin,  Ernest 
Clements,  Major  B.  A.  Hardey, 
W.  H.  Hodges,  Joseph  L.  McHugh, 
Major  John  G.  Appel,  and  the  in- 
cumbent. Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery. 

At  the  time  of  his  retirement, 
Mr.  Cope  was  an  accountant  in  the 
administrative  division  of  the  De- 
partment. H.  M.  Grode,  in  charge 
of  the  accountant  section,  ex- 
pressed the  sentiments  of  Commis- 
sioner Montgomery  and  the  entire 
personnel  of  the  Department  in 
voicing  praise  of  Mr.  Cope  for  his 
long  and  valued  service  to  the  de- 
partment and  in  wishing  him  good 
health  and  happiness  in  the  future. 
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NEW  U.  S.  GAME  AGENT 
NAMED  FOR  LOUISIANA 

Charles  H.  Lawrence  has  been 
appointed  U.  S.  Game  Manage- 
ment Agent  for  Louisiana,  it  was 
announced  recently  by  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  He  suc- 
ceeds Charles  L.  Horner  who  has 
held  the  Louisiana  post  for  the 
past  two  years. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  who  has  made  his 
headquarters  in  Alexandria,  has 
had  considerable  experience  as  an 
enforcement  agent,  having  pre- 
viously been  associated  with  the 
Wisconsin  Conservation  Depart- 
ment as  a  game  agent  for  some  12 
years. 

He  comes  to  Louisiana  from 
south  Illinois  where  he  had  done 
some  work  at  Horse  Shoe  Lake  for 
the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

Mr.  Horner  has  been  transferred 
to  Wisconsin  as  U.  S.  Game  Man- 
agement agent  for  that  state  and 
will  have  his  headquarters  at 
Oskosh,  Wisconsin. 


LOUISIANA  Game,  fur  and  fish 


ENFORCEMENT    OF   FISH   AND    GAME   LAWS   REACH   HIGHEST   PEAK 


New   Laws   Passed  at  Regular  1946  Legislature  Session  Proving  Very  Effective 


It  isn't  too  generally  known  as 
yet  but  an  act  passed  at  the  last 
regular  session  of  the  Legislature 
has  provided  the  biggest  boost  to 
more  effective  enforcement  of 
Louisiana's  fish  and  game  regula- 
tion that  this  State  has  seen  in 
recent  years. 

It  wasn't  exactly  one  act,  how- 
ever, but  rather  a  series  of  amend- 
ments which  were  added  on  to 
existing  laws  pertaining  to  fish, 
game  and  trapping,  which  were  in- 
tended to  boost  enforcement  of 
the  various  laws. 

The  wording  of  the  amendments 
couched  with  the  necessary  legal 
phraseology  took  several  pages, 
but  actually  what  it  provides  for, 
can  be  told  very  simply  in  a  few 
words. 

The  amendments  merely  added 
the  provision  that  in  addition  to 
criminal  prosecution,  demands  for 
a  civil  penalty  should  be  filed 
against  violators  of  fish,  game  and 
trapping  laws  for  the  same  viola- 
tion. The  infliction  of  either  the 
civil  penalty  or  a  criminal  fine  can- 
celled the  other.  Since  Justices  of 
the  Peace  now  have  constitutional 
authority  to  ti'y  civil  cases  rang- 
ing in  amounts  up  to  $100,  these 
amendments  also  provided  that 
Justices  of  the  Peace  could  handle 
civil  suits  against  violators  of  fish, 
game  and  trapping  regulations; 
with  the  penalties  to  sue  for  rang- 
ing from  $25  to  $100. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  laws 
were  two-fold.  First,  to  speed  up 
the  disposition  of  wildlife  conser- 
vation cases,  since  previous  records 
show  that  in  some  parishes,  be- 
cause of  jammed  criminal  calen- 
dars, many  such  cases  were  very 
slow  in  coming  to  trial  and  some 
have  been  pending  for  a  long  time. 
And  the  second  purpose  follows 
the  theory  of  law  that  whoever 
violates  the  fish  and  game  laws  of 
the  state  does  damage  to  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  people  and 
therefore  the  violator  should  be 
liable  for  damages  while  also  being 
liable  to  criminal  prosecution. 

And  that's  exactly  what  these 
new  laws  do.  They  provide  that 
when  a  person  is  charged  with 
violating  any  of  the  fish  and  game 
laws,  he  is  not  liable  for  civil  dam- 
ages but  also  for  criminal  prose- 
cution. 

It  depends  upon  the  nature  of 
the  violation  whether  criminal 
charges  are  filed  against  a  person 
after  civil  suit  has  been  filed 
against  him. 

The  laws  provide  that  civil  dam- 
ages in  the  amount  of  $25  may  be 


Schools  Receive  Fines  in  Wildlife 
Violations  Tried  by  Justices  of  Peace 

Here  are  the  Parish  School  Boards  and  the  amount  of  money 
each  received  from  the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1947,  representing  civil  damages 
paid  by  violators  of  fish  and  game  laws  in  civil  suits  tried  by  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  under  a  new  law  which  went  into  effect  for  the  first 
time  last  September. 

Allen  Parish  School  Board '. $  62.50 

Ascension  Parish  School  Board 286.67 

Assumption    Parish   School   Board 150.00 

Avoyelles  Parish   School   Board 112.50 

Beauregard    Parish    School    Board 181.50 

Bienville    Parish    School    Board 150.00 

Bossier    Parish    School    Board 100.00 

Caddo   Parish   School   Board 25  00 

Calcasieu    Parish   School   Board 125.00 

Caldwell    Parish    School    Board 12.50 

Cameron    Parish    School    Board 350.00 

Catahoula    Parish    School    Board 400.06 

Claiborne   Parish  School   Board 87.50 

Concordia    Parish    School    Board 692.24 

DeSoto   Parish   School   Board 75.00 

East    Baton    Rouge    Parish    School    Board 299.82 

East    Carroll    Parish    School    Board 50  00 

East    Feliciana    Parish    School    Board 25,00 

Evangeline    Parish    School    Board 37  50 

Franklin    Parish    School    Board 50.00 

Grant   Parish   School   Board ___ 387  50 

Iberia    Parish    School    Board 112.60 

Iberville    Parish    School    Board 435.75 

Jackson    Parish   School    Board 125  00 

Jefferson    Parish   School    Board 662.50 

Lafayette  Parish  School   Board 25  00 

Lafourche    Parish    School    Board 12.50 

LaSalle   Parish  School  Board 287  50 

Livingston    Parish    School    Board 47'50 

Morehouse    Parish    School    Board 212.50 

Natchitoches   Parish  School   Board 187.50 

Ouachita    Parish    School    Board 610.58 

Plaquemine   Parish   School    Board 325.00 

Pointe    Coupee    Parish    School    Board 350.00 

Rapides    Parish    School    Board 12  50 

Red   River   Parish   School   Board 212!50 

Richland    Parish    School    Board 75  00 

Sabine    Parish    School    Board 80.00 

St.   Bernard   Parish   School   Board 37  50 

St.    Charles    Parish    School    Board 325.00 

St.   James    Parish    School    Board 193.50 

St.   John    Parish    School    Board 137.50 

St.    Landry    Parish    School    Board 462.50 

St.   Martin    Pai-ish    School    Board 137  50 

St.    Mary    Parish   School   Board 149  64 

St.   Tammany    Parish    School    Board 500.00 

Tangipahoa   Parish   School    Board 100.00 

Terrebonne    Parish    School    Board 737.50 

Vermilion   Parish  School  Board _._ 375.00 

Vernon   Parish  School  Board _ 375.00 

Washington    Parish    School    Board __ 487.50 

West  Baton  Rouge  Parish  School  Board 200  00 

West    Carroll    Parish    School    Board 25  00 

West    Feliciana    Parish    School    Board.- 137  50 

Winn    Parish   School    Board 175.00 

$11,989.76 


sued  for  if  it  is  the  first  offense 
committed  by  the  person,  and  that 
the  arresting  agent  can  recommend 
a  compromise  to  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  amount  of  $12.50 
plus  costs  of  $1.50. 

What  hase  these  new  laws  done 
to  bolster  and  speed  up  disposition 
of  wildlife  conservation  cases?  The 
records  speak  for  themselves. 

The  last  biennial  report  of  the 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries shows  that  for  the  1944-45 
fiscal  year,  out  of  a  total  of  2,604 
wildlife  conservation  cases,  1,713 
were  still  pending  in  courts  at 
the  end  of  that  fiscal  year. 

The  new  laws  were  put  into 
effect  last  September,  and  when 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1947,  they  had  been  in  operation 
only  10  months,  but  during  that 
period  of  time,  out  of  a  total  of 
1,386  wildlife  conservation  eases, 
all  but  339  had  been  disposed  of, 


and  out  of  896  cases  tried  before 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  all  but  11 
resulted  in  convictions.  Of  the 
1,386  violations,  532  were  placed 
in  district  court  and  of  these  532 
eases,  a  total  of  328  were  pending 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  This 
does  not  include  158  violations  of 
federal  laws  which  .were  disposed 
of  in  federal  court. 

Schools  Get  J.  P.  Fines 
While  the  new  laws  have  helped 
speed  up  disposition  of  wildlife 
conservation  cases,  they  have  at 
the  same  time  helped  the  cause  of 
education  since  all  fines  or  dam- 
ages paid  in  civil  suits  in  Justices 
of  the  Peace  courts  go  to  the  Par- 
ish School  Board  in  the  parish 
where  the  violation  occurred.  As 
a  result,  during  this  same  period  of 
ten  months,  from  September 
through  June  30,  1947,  a  total  of 
$11,989.76  were  distributed  to  55 
School  Boards. 


State  Receives  -  Cx  ^-  * 
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Recognition  in    '  c^-^ 
Fish  Protection 

Louisiana  has  received  and  is 
receiving  national  recognition  in 
pioneering  experiments  to  deter- 
mine effects  of  dynamite  ex- 
plosions on  maiine  and  other 
aquatic  life. 

Latest  evidence  of  this  fact  has 
come  in  the  form  of  a  request 
to  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  from  the  Naval 
Ordnance  Laboratory  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy  for  a  detailed  report  of  this 
work  which  the  Department  has 
been  carrying  on  under  the  super- 
vision of  Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch, 
its  chief  biologist. 

Dr.  Gowanloch  attended  a  con- 
ference held  in  Washington  Sep- 
tember 5th,  at  which  time  details 
on  the  experiments  were  outlined 
to  leading  authorities  from  all 
parts  of  the  nation.  Participating 
in  the  conference  were  three  na- 
tional agencies,  the  Woods  Hole 
Marine  Biological  Laboratory  and 
experts  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  In- 
terior and  the  Ordnance  Labora- 
tory of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  conference  on  the  "Effects 
of  Explosives  on  Marine  Life" 
was  held  in  the  Naval  Ordnance 
Laboratory  in  Washington  under 
chairmanship  of  Dr.  R.  D.  Bennett, 
technical  director.  The  conference 
was  international  in  character  in- 
cluding representatives  from  as  far 
away  as  South  Africa.  Twenty- 
three  biologists  and  representa- 
tives of  naval  research  partici- 
pated. 

The  chief  biologist  presented  a 
report  of  the  experimental  work 
that  has  been  planned  and 
executed  with  other  members  of 
the  Department's  scientific  staff 
and  which  thus  far  has  revealed  a 
surprising  absence  of  damage  to 
marine  and  other  aquatic  life  by 
explosion  of  confined  and  uncon- 
fined  dynamite  under  water. 

It  has  been  indicated  f;hat  the 
work  done  in  Louisiana  has  been 
pioneer  in  character  and  the  re- 
sults of  these  researches  are  being 
followed  very  closely  by  other 
states  as  well  as  federal  agencies 
to  be  used  as  a  guide  for  the  con- 
duct of  further  research  in  such 
manner  that  fisheries  resources  will 
not  be  damaged. 

The  State  of  Louisiana  has 
worked  out  and  is  enforcing  the 
most  rigid  control  of  the  use  of 
explosives  in  seismographic  re- 
search in  the  entire  United  States. 
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ALLIGATOR  TRAPPING  IS  SCIENTIFIC— HAZARDOUI 


By    Isaac    D.    Chapman 

Chances  are  the  alligator  belt 
you're  wearing,  or  those  alligator 
shoes,  or  that  gator  wallet,  purse, 
suit  case,  hand  bag  or  hundreds 
of  trinkets  that  are  avaiable  at  al- 
most every  novelty  counter,  was 
once  the  cherished  hide  of  one  of 
the  superior  alligators  that  inhabit 
Louisiana's  marsh  areas. 

While  Louisiana  isn't  at  the  top 
in  alligator  take,  it  is  among  the 
leaders.  And  because  alligator 
trapping  is  a  rather  hazardous 
occupation,  the  yearly  take  varies, 
depending  largely  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  market.  During  the 
1940-41  season,  for  example,  when 
alligator  skins  brought  low  prices, 
total  production  in  Louisiana  was 
only  2,928  gators.  Last  season, 
when  alligator  skins  brought  an 
average  of  $1.40  per  foot,  largest 
price  in  recent  years,  production 
reached  33,409,  largest  take  in 
recent  years. 

Only  about  10  percent  of  Loui- 
siana's 13,000  licensed  trappers 
are  alligator  hunters  and  for  very 
good  reasons.  Because  to  trap  alli- 
gators in  the  legal  manner  requires 
patience,  stamina,  and  specialized 
knowledge. 

Since  the  gator  likes  to  feed  on 
small  animals,  and  has  a  particular 
fondness  for  muskrats  and  other 
fur  bearing  animals,  the  gator  is 
considex'ed    a   predator   in   coastal 


sections,  and  possibly,  as  a  pro- 
tection for  the  valuable  fur  bearer, 
Louisiana,  a  number  of  years  ago, 
outlawed  the  alligator  in  all  the 
coastal  parishes  and  in  the  par- 
ishes of  Orleans,  St.  Charles,  St. 
John  and  St.  James.  In  all  other 
parishes  the  open  season  on  gators 
is  between  November  1  and 
January  1. 

It  is  true  that  alligators  are  not 
as  populous  in  the  marsh  areas 
as  they  used  to  be  and  there  has 
been  some  talk  of  removing  the 
outlaw  ban  and  provide  a  regular 
trapping  season  as  is  done  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state. 

That  alligators  do  feed  on  small 
animals,  fish  and  birds,  is  an 
established  fact.  Particularly  in 
the  marsh  sections,  animals  and 
birds  have  been  observed  walking 
of  flying  right  smack  into  the 
alligator's  mouth  while  the  gator 
was  laying  lazily  around  a  water 
hole  with  mouth  wide  open  ap- 
parently enhaling  fresh  air. 

Harry  Reno,  veteran  wildlife  en- 
forcement agent,  and  a  dai'n  good 
alligator  trapper  himself,  states 
that  he  found  seven  muskrats  and 
two  baby  otters  in  one  alligator  he 
recently  skinned. 

Jack  Bates,  another  wildlife  en- 
forcement agent,  who  knows  Loui- 
siana's marsh  areas  pretty  well, 
tells  another  true  story  about  a 
hunting  dog  who  swam  out  to  re- 


When  the  alligator  comes  up  out  of  his  hole,  the  trapper  grabs 
with  both  hands,  one  hand  underneath  the  lower  jaw  and  the  other 
above  the  upper  jaw.  The  hatchet,  standard  equipment  of  an  alligator 
trapper,  then   does  the   rest  of  the  job. 


This  is  the  method  known  as  poling  alligators.  Using  a  pole  about 
16  feet  long  with  a  steel  hook  at  its  end,  this  trapper  is  trying  to 
locate  the  alligator  before  calling  to  him  to  come  up.  In  the  background 
is  one   of  the  alligators   he   has  already  taken  through   this   method. 


trive  a  duck  and  ran  smack  into  an 
alligator  and  never  got  back. 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
closed  season  on  the  reptile  in  the 
coastal  areas,  practically  all  of  the 
alligator  hunting  is  done  during 
warm  weather,  because  the  gator 
hibernates  and  is  difficult  to  find 
during  the  winter. 

For  the  same  reasons  that  Loui- 
siana's fur  bearers  are  considered 
of  supex'ior  quality,  so  are  Loui- 
siana alligator  skins.  The  state's 
superlative  marsh  lands  where  a 
majority  of  the  fur  bearing 
animals  and  alligators  make  their 
home,  plus  ideal  climatic  condi- 
tions and  perhaps  a  balanced  diet 
are  all  good  reasons  for  their 
superioi'ity. 

There  are  several  legal  ways  to 
trap  alligators.  One  in  particular 
requires  the  trapper  to  use  detec- 
tive methods,  and  have  some  know- 
ledge of  wrestling  and  other  skills. 
The  detective  nose  comes  in  track- 
ing down  the  alligator.  Walking 
through  the  swamp  he  locates  the 
alligator  trail  by  his  trades  and 
then  follows  these  tracks  until  he 
finds  the  alligator  hole.  If  he 
doesnt'  see  tracks  leading  from  the 
hole  its  a  pretty  safe  bet  that 
the  alligator  is  there.  Incidentally 
the  alligator  hole  can  be  anywhere 
from  2  to  40  feet  in  width. 


The  alligator's  nest  is  usually 
on  the  edge  of  marsh  streams  and 
bayous.  After  locating  the  gator, 
the  trapper  gets  down  to  work  and 
literally  thats  what  he  does  be- 
cause he  gets  feet  first  into  the 
same  hole  with  the  gator. 

Unlike  trappers  of  fur  bearing 
animals,  the  alligator  trapper  needs 
very  little  equipment.  A  pole  about 
16  feet  long  with  a  steel  hook  at 
its  end  about  10  inches  long-  with 
a  2  inch  curve,  and  a  good  sturdy 
hatchet  is  about  all  that  is  needed. 
A  shotgun  or  pistol  is  helpful  at 
times. 

The  pole  is  used  to  locate  the 
gator,  and  after  this  is  done,  the 
trapper  calls  the  gator  in  his  own 
language.  You've  heard  of  duck 
calls,  hog  calls  and  such,  and  the 
gator  call  is  somewhat  along  those 
lines  except  that  it  sounds  like  a 
gator.  After  a  while,  the  pole 
which  is  still  in  the  hole  starts 
shaking  and  the  trapper  knows 
that  the  alligator  is  coming  up  to 
investigate  who  is  calling  him. 
Then  when  the  gator  sticks  his 
head  out,  the  trapper  grabs  with 
both  hands,  one  hand  underneath 
the  lower  jaw  and  the  other  above 
the  upper  jaw.  He  then  employs 
the  use  of  the  hatchet  and  another 
(Continued  on  Page  5,  Column  1) 
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frapping  of  Gators 
s  Scientific 
\nd  Hazardous 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 
lligator  skin  is  nearly  on  its  way 
5  market. 

This  method  is  known  as  poling 
lligators.  It  naturally  has  its 
angers,  because  alligator  teeth 
re  very  sharp.  But  what  is  not 
enerally  known  is  that  alligators 
ave  very  little  power  in  opening 
leir  mouths,  their  strength  is  in 
losing  it  and  anything  that  stands 
1  the  way  when  the  mouth  is 
losed  is  apt  to  get  mangled. 

Another  way  of  taking  gators 
1  by  fishing  for  them  with  crows, 
'hich  are  outlaws  also,  as  bait. 
Ixtra  large  fish  hooks  are  used 
nd  the  line  is  tied  on  a  tree  or 
mb.  When  the  gator  clamps  down 
n  the  crow  he  gets  tangled  in  the 
ook  and  generally  doesn't  get 
way. 

There  ai-e  other  and  more  easier 
■ays  to  take  alligators,  but  some 
f  these  methods  are  not  legal,  al- 
lough  the  law  is  rather  ambigu- 
us  on  one  particular  point.  For 
sample,  you  can  shoot  an  alli- 
ator  if  you  come  across  him  and 
et  a  good  aim  before  he  gets 
way.  Then  there  is  the  method 
nown  as  "buUeye"  or  "head 
ght",   whereby    with   the   aid    of 

flashlight  or  an  oil  burner  lamp, 
le  gator,  once  the  light  is  thrown 
Lto  his  eyes  becomes  blinded  and 
miains  stationery  and  becomes  an 
isy  catch.  Headlight  hunting  is 
»ainst  tlie  law  in  Louisiana  and 
et  since  alligators  are  considered 
latlaws  in  the  coastal  parishes,  the 
iw  says  also  that  outlaws  can  be 
illed  at  any  time  by  any  means. 

Trappers     skin     the     alligators 


after  they  are  killed.  Then  they 
are  salted  and  tacked  up  on  boards 
or  rolled  up  in  bundles.  Most 
prominent  size  of  alligators  are  be- 
tween 2  and  5  feet.  More  than  10 
feet  is  considered  large  size  but 
they  grow  that  large  in  Louisiana 
marshes. 

PRESS  ASSOCIATION  HEARS 
PROTEST  ON  NON-RESIDENT 
ANGLING  LICENSE  COST 

The  board  of  directors  of  the 
Louisiana  Press  Association,  at  a 
recent  meeting  held  on  Black  Lake 
in  Natchitoches  Parish,  heard  pro- 
tests from  Sheriff  Earl  Morris  and 
several  commercial  camp  operators 
on  the  cost  of  the  non-resident 
angling  license  in  Louisiana,  as 
fixed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  newspapermen  were  told 
that  the  $10  licence  for  non-resi- 
dent angling  has  resulted  in  many 
out-of-state  fishermen  going  to 
other  states  to  do  their  fishing. 
Major  Bruce  McCoy,  manager  of 
the  Press  Association,  told  the 
group  that  since  the  Legislature 
sets  the  license  fees,  no  change 
could  be  made  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature. 

EUNICE   WILDLIFE   CLUB 
IS    REORGANIEZD 

0.  A.  LeHaye  has  been  named 
president  of  the  re-activated 
Eunice  Wildlife  League  at  a  re- 
organization meeting  held  the  first 
week  in  September.  L.  A.  Durand 
was  named  secretary.  The  club 
plans  a  membership  drive  and  also 
the  sponsorship  of  junior  wildlife 
clubs  in  Eunice  schools  which  are 
to  be  organized  by  the  educational 
division  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department. 
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one     method    of    preparing    the     allig 
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Trappers  Receive  Over  $9,000,000  From 
Last  Season's  Fur  Crop  in  State 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
more  money  in  fur  tax  than  evei- 
before,  which  was  due  largely  to 
the  extra  tax  placed  on  mink  and 
nutria  which  was  never  taxed 
before. 

A  total  of  18,015  nutria  were 
taken  in  Louisiana's  marshes  the 
past  season  which  doubled  the 
previous  season's  catch.  "Nutria", 
Mr.  Daspit  reported,  "are  spread- 
ing   rapidly    in    South    Louisiana 


marshes  and  it  appears  that  they 
are  here  to  stay.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  the  nutria  does  not  con- 
flict in  any  way  with  the  muskrat 
production  as  they  feed  on  the 
coarser  grasses  and  weeds  and  do 
not  disturb  the  muskrats  at  all". 

The  report  shows  that  approxi- 
mately 13,020  trappers  licenses 
were  sold  last  season  and  that  over 
eight  million  muskrat  pelts  were 
taken. 


Details  of  the  report  follows: 

Revenues   Received  in  the  Fur  and   Refuge  Div 
in  the  1946  -  1947  Season 


Resident  Fur  Dealer's  Licenses 45 

Non-Resident'  Dealer's  Licenses 2 

Resident  Fur  Buyer's  Licenses 352 

Non-Resident  Fur  Buyer's  Licenses  7 

Estimated  Trapper's  Licenses 13020 

Total  amount  of  Tax  collected  from  Fur  Dealers 101,831.: 

Total  amount  of  Tax  collected  from  Fur  Trappers 2,446.33 


$150.00 

300.00 

25.00 

100.00 

2.00 


6,750.00 
600.00 

8,800.00 

700.00 

26,040.00 


Total $147,168.21 

Animals  Taken  in  Louisiana  in  the  1946-1947  Se 


Kind  Number 

Muskrat    8,029,764  @ 

Nutria    18,015  @ 

Mink  153,027  @ 

Raccoon    ._ 186,750  @ 

Oppossum  77,264  @ 

Otter  2';832  @ 

Skunk   4,830  @ 

Fox   2,645  @ 

Cat   383  @ 

Miscellaneous  53  @ 


Approximate 
Price  Per  Pelt 
To  Trapper 
$    1.00 
3.00 
5.00 
1.50 
.60 
12.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 


Total 

$  8,029,764.00 

54,045.00 

765,135.00 

280,125.00 

46,358.40 

35,400.00 

2,415.00 

1,322.50 

191.50 

26.50 

$  9,214,782.90 

Included  in  the  revenues  of  tax ,  tail  would  cover  a  distance  of 
collected  from  fur  dealers  is  a  tax  213,415  feet  or  46  miles  which  is 
on  33,409  alligators  taken  in  the  more  than  one  half  the  distanc-  by 
State  of  Louisiana  last  season,  the  Airline  Highway  from  New  Or- 
These  alligators  if  placed  head  to  |  leans  to  Baton  Rouge. 


Total    Revenues    Received 

State  Game   Refuge 

the 


from    the    Sale    of    Furs    Taken    froi 
s — Marsh   Island,   State  Wildlife  and 
Rockefeller  Refuge 


the 


Total   amount   of   fur   sales $181,349.80 

Less  Trappers'  65% 117,877.37 

Department's   35%    

Department's  35%    of  revenues  received  from  the  sale 

of  furs  taken  from  the  Pass-a-Loutre  Refuge 

Department's  25%   of  revenues  received  from  the  sale 

of  alligators  taken  off  Marsh  Island 

Department's  25%  of  revenue  received  from  the  sale  of 

alligators  taken  off  Rockefeller  Refuge 

Revenue    received    from    Pasturage     on     State     Game 

Refuges 


$   63,472.43 


1,471.23 
346.02 


2,242.00 


Total $   69,776.90 


Grand  Total- 
Season   Open    Nov.    20 

Louisiana's  1947-48  trapping 
season  gets  under  way  Novem- 
ber 20th  when  it  becomes  legal  to 
tiap  all  fur  bearing  animals  except 
muskrats  and  nutria.  This  season 
extends  through  January  20th.  The 
muskrat  and  nutria  trapping  sea- 
son begins  December  1  and  con- 
tinues through  February  15. 


216,945.11 


TOTAL  OF  158  ARRESTS 
MADE   DURING  AUGUST 

Enforcement  agents  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
made  a  total  of  158  arrests  dur- 
ing the  month  of  August.  The  ar- 
rests covered  a  large  variety  of 
violations,  and  occurred  in  36 
parishes. 
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THERE'S    STILL    HOPE 


By     Dr.     Hugh     H.     Bennett, 

Chief  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service,  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. Dr.  Bennett  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  world's  outstand- 
ing soil  experts.  He  is  the  author 
of  countless  scientific  and  popu- 
lar essays  and  several  books  on 
soil  and  soil  uses. 

Take  a  good  look  at  Jay  Darl- 
ing's cartoon  before  you  read  this; 
Ding  is  one  of  the  world's  best  car- 
toonists and  his  drawings  always 
are  worth  study.  This  one  is  no 
exception — in  fact,  I  think  it's  one 
of  his  most  effective. 

In  this  drawing,  Ding  compresses 
the  history  of  North  America's  soil 

(Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  first 
of  a  series  of  cartoons  by  the 
nationally  famous  J.  N.  "Ding" 
Darling,  which  "will  appear  in 
this  publication  every  month 
with  articles  by  national  leaders 
in  the  conservation  field  to  sup- 
plement or  parallel  the  texts  of 
the  cartoons.  These  cartoons 
and  articles  will  also  be  pub- 
lished in  some  55  Louisiana 
newspapers  as  an  educational 
service  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department. 

This  nationwide  conservation 
education  program  is  sponsored 
by  the  National  Association  of 
Conservation  Education  and 
Publicity. 

The  author  of  next  month's 
article  will  be  Congressman 
Karl  E.  Mundt  of  South  Dakota, 
an  outstanding  leader  in  the 
fight   against   pollution. 


and  other  natural  resources  dur- 
ing the  last  3.50  years  into  four 
small  panels.  That's  why  it's  so 
effective;  when  you  condense  three 
and  a  half  centuries  into  four  little 
drawings  it's  bound  to  have  punch. 
And  Ding's  cartoon,  which  he  calls 
"It  Used  to  Be",  certainly  has 
punch. 

The  history  of  our  soil,  water 
and  forest  resources,  as  Ding  pic- 
tures it,  is  not  very  pleasant,  but 
there's  a  lot  of  truth  in  it — too 
much  truth,  in  fact.  Of  course, 
he's  had  to  exaggerate  a  little — 
cartoonists  usually  do,  to  get  their 
points  across — but  in  the  main  he's 
drawn  the  truth  in  those  four 
panels. 

When  the  white  men  came  they 
found  a  rich  land,  the  richest  in 
the  world,  everything  considered. 
Well,  most  of  Europe  had  been 
pretty  well  worked  over  for  sev- 
eral centuries  and  this  new  con- 
tinent was  an  El  Dorado,  and  our 


//  Used  To  Be 


ancestors  proceeded  to  work  it  for 
all  they  could  get  out  of  it. 

They  moved  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  settlements  back  into  the 
Piedmont  country;  then  they 
crossed  the  Appalachian  moun- 
tains and  swarmed  down  into  the 
rich  central  valleys,  cutting  and 
burning  the  timber — countless  mil- 
lions of  dollars  worth — as  they 
went.  And  they  plowed  up  land 
that  shouldn't  have  been  plowed, 
and  when  it  was  worn  out  they 
fanned  out  first  across  the  prairies 
and  then  across  Great  Plains — 
natural  grasslands  —  and  plowed 
and  overgrazed  that  part  of  the 
country.  And  then  they  headed  for 
the  Pacific  coast  and  continued 
their  exploitation.  We're  still  con- 
tinuing it  today  as  a  matter  of 
grim  and  tragic  fact,  and  if  the 
Pacific  ocean  hadn't  stopped  us  I 
suppose  we'd  still  be  working  our 
way  west. 

Well,  Ding  has  drawn  that  story 
in  these  four  panels  and  he's  done 
it  well,  but  I  wish  he'd  gone  ahead 
and  drawn  three  or  four  more 
panels  showing  the  next  350  years 
— or  even  the  next  50  years — be- 


cause there  still  is  hope  if  we  con- 
tinue and  intensify  the  effort  we're 
making  to  spread  our  national  soil 
and  water  conservation  program 
across  the  land.  The  future 
needn't  be  quite  as  gloomy  as  Ding 
might  have  you  think,  but  we've 
got  to  work  to  prevent  it — hope, 
like  faith,  has  to  be  backed  up 
with   work. 

Now  if  I  were  going  to  draw 
four  more  panels  to  show  the  next 
50  or  350  years,  I  think  they'd 
be  something  like  this: 

Panel  No.  1  would  show  some 
tree  plantings  being  made  here  and 
there  across  the  barren  continent, 
and  some  contoured  strip-crop- 
ping would  begin  to  appear  on 
some  of  the  worst  slopes — maybe 
some  dams  in  some  of  the  gullies. 

Panel  No.  2  would  show  another 
development:  it  would  show  soil 
conservation  districts  being  organ- 
ized in  various  places  over  the 
United  States — and  more  trees  and 
shrubbery,  and  more  farmers  farm- 
ing on  the  contour. 

Panel  No.  3  would  show  those 
bare,  rocky  mountain  slopes  once 
more  covered  with  trees,  and  rivers 
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once  more  clear  normal  strean 
the  woodlands  of  the  north  i 
stored,  and  the  great  grasslan 
once  again  knee-high  in  foraj 
and  conservation  farming  ever 
where,  and  a  glimpse  of  a  ni 
farmstead  here  and  there — 1: 
cause  after  all,  all  this  effort  is  f 
the  sake  of  people;  we're  not  sa 
ing  soil  for  the  soil's  sake  but  f 
the  generations  to  come. 

And  the  last  pane],  mayb 
would  not  show  just  a  bird's  e; 
view  of  the  whole  continent.  111 
the  others,  but  some  contenti 
people,  some  happy  people,  givii 
thanks  because  their  ancestors- 
meaning  us  —  did  safeguard  tl 
land  for  their  use.  And  in  tl 
background,  of  course,  there  cou 
be  some  contouring,  and  son 
lush  pasture,  and  some  farm  woo 
land.  I  think  that  would  be  aboi 
right. 

As  a  matter  of  .fact,  I'd  111 
to  see  Ding  draw  that  cartoon 
always  keeping  in  mind,  of  cours 
that  if  we  let  up  on  the  job,  th 
other  cartoon  of  his  we've  got  he! 
might  come  true  eventually! 

But  as  I  said,  there's  still  hop 
and  that  hope  is  strong,  becau 
it's  based  among  other  things  c 
some  1800  soil  conservation  di 
tricts  and  on  nearly  a  hundred  mi 
lion  acres  of  farm  land  alreac 
protected;  on  the  increasing  d' 
mand  from  farmers  for  conserve 
tion  work  and  on  the  increasir 
interest  of  all  Americans  in  wis 
use  of  our  natural  resources. 

So  of  course  there's  still  hope- 
if   we   keep   working   at   the   jo' 

DONALDSONVILLE 
SPORTSMEN  OPERATE 
SKEET  RANGE 

What  is  believed  to  be  the  onl 
skeet  range  sponsored  and  ope: 
ated  by  a  unit  of  the  Louisian 
Wildlife  Federation  was  opene 
Sunday,  September  7,  by  the  Dor 
aldsonville  Sportsmen's  League 
is  located  on  Highway  29,  just  ou 
of  Donaldsonville. 

The  opening  shot  was  fired  bl 
Sheriff  Lester  Gonzales  of  Ascer 
sion  Parish.  Shooting  days  will  b 
every  Wednesday  and  Sunda 
from  9  a.  m.,  until  dark. 

R.  N.  Sims,  secretary  of  th' 
Donaldsonville  club  states  tha 
members  of  all  Wildlife  Federatio: 
units  are  invited  to  come  over  t 
try  their  skill. 


OUACHITA  SPORTSMEN  HEAl 
ADDRESS  BY  MAJOR  BROWN 

Major  James  Brown  was  th 
principal  speaker  at  the  monthl; 
meeting  of  the  Ouachita  Paris; 
Sportsmen's  League  held  in  Mon 
roe  August  21st. 
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WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports   of   Arrests   and   Activities   of 
Wild   Life   Enforcement   Agents 


iGENTS   PARTICIPATING   IN 
AUGUST  ARRESTS 

iff   Andrus    - 11 

ister  Archibald  - 2 

ifton  C.  Ardoin 2 

erre  Babineaux _.  8 

ck  W.  Bates -   12 

Y  Beard  ...- 4 

igelo  Benandi  - 4 

s.  L.  Billiot  2 

ivert  H.  Bird  2 

irey    Brossett   1 

iward  Carline  -..  7 

mes  Carroll  -.  2 

im  J.  Chaze  2 

•nest  Coats  3 

eve  Collins  3 

ark  B.  Cooper _ 3 

jbin  A.  Davis  -.  7 

30.  W.  DeLoach  - 11 

Iwin  Fairbanks  7 

fog'an  Fairchild  9 

H.   Forman  3 

an  Fisk  3 

reniont  Fuselier  1 

3cil  Gilmore  6 

ill  Harper  - 1 

lien  J.  Hawsey  7 

.  B.  Head  4 

larenee  Hood  -.  5 

ioladia  Jones  3 

L  P.  LeBlane -- 2 

r.   A.   Lee 1 

buis  N.  LeLeux  .-.  25 

ames  L.  Low  .- 1 

rdon  E.  Jones  13 

J.  McCauley  2 

mes  McFerrin  _ 2 

encer  Maxwell  4 

!.  S.  Millikin  7 

larold   Moreau   2 

jarl  Nugent  1 

km   Nunez    - - 6 

has.   Olano   7 

.  C.  Patternson  9 

T.  C.  Percy,  Jr 1 

at  Pedro   1 

ugene  Phillips  2 

J.  J.  Plattsmier 12 

jen  Price        1 

'.   S.   Reardon  1 

Iarry   Reno  6 

obert   Prather 25 

eo.    Savario    3 

awrence    Sintes - 6 

,dgar  Staniield  _ 1 

V.   R.   Stutson  .,- 6 

.Hen  Swayze  .- 3 

iliver   Taunton   3 

'redie    Trouille -  12 

Ihas.  Ventrella  4 

C.  Weaver  1 

A  five-pound   female  carp   may 
ly  as  many  as  a  half  million  eggs. 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS   OCCURRED 
DURING  AUGUST 

Acadia    3 

Allen  2 

Ascension  3 

Avoyelles   3 

Caddo  1 

Calcasieu    3 

Caldwell  3 

Catahoula  9 

Claiborne   H 

Concordia  4 

East  Carroll  4 

Evangeline  2 

Grant    1 

Iberville    2 

Jackson     3 

LaSalle  5 

Lincoln  7 

Livingston    3 

Morehouse    1 

Natchitoches    2 

Ouachita  14 

Pointe  Coupe;  5 

Red  River  2 

Sabine 1 

St.  Bernard  6 

St.  John  ., 4 

St.  Landry  - 29 

St.  Mary  6 

St.  Tammany 7 

Tangipahoa 4 

Tensas    1 

Terrebonne    2 

Union   1 

Webster 1 

West   Carroll   - - 2 

West  Feliciana  1 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

AUGUST 

Angling  Without  License 
Commercial  Fishing — No  License 
Possessing  Undersize  Game  Fish 
Possessing   Undersize    Frogs 
Possessing    Over    Legal    Limit    of 

Game  Fish 
Taking    Game    Fish    With    Illegal 

Tackle 
Fishing  With  Explosives 
Hunting  At  Night 
Hunting    Squirrels    During    Closed 

Season 
Hunting     Rabits     During     Closed 

Season 
Possessing  Live  Wild  Duck 
Hunting       Migratory       Waterfowl 

During  Closed  Season 
Trapping  Out  of  Season 
Pollution  of  Stream 
Seining  in  Closed  Area 
Possessing  Over  16  Ft.  Trawl 
Using  Game  Fish  For  Bait 


Wildlife  Poster 
Contest  Open  to 
School  Youths 

The  National  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion has  announced  that  it  would 
sponsor  a  countrywide  wildlife 
poster  contest  open  to  all  youths  of 
the  seventh  grade  through  the  final 
year  of  high  school.  The  prize 
wll  be  $250  in  cash  and  an  all- 
expense  trip  to  St.  Louis,  accom- 
panied by  one  other  person,  for 
presentation  of  the  award  at  the 
North  American  Wildlife  Confer- 
ence there  on  March  9,  1948. 

Second  prize  in  the  contest  is 
$100,  third  carries  $50,  fourth  $25 
and  there  are  ten  honorary  awards 
of  a  complete  10-year  set  of  stamps 
and  albums.  Pui'pose  of  the  con- 
test is  to  develop  nationwide  inter- 
est among  young  people  in  the 
need  for  restoration  and  conserva- 
tion of  organic  natural  resources. 
Posters  may  be  submitted  in 
oil,  watercolor,  black-and-white  or 
other  media  and  must  be  sent  to 
the  National  Wildlife  Federation, 
Washington  10,  D.  C,  in  time  to 
be  received  before  February  1, 
1948.  The  subject  of  the  poster: 
Soil  and  Water — and  Their  Pro- 
ducts. Entries  may  be  based  on  a 
generalization  of  basic  natural  re- 
sources or  on  soil  conservation, 
forestry,  wildflowers,  plantlife, 
water  resources,  pollution,  animals, 
birds  and  fish.  Judges,  who  are  to 
be  announced  later,  will  be  nation- 
ally-known people  in  the  fields  of 
conservation  and  art. 

A  copy  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  further  detailed  informa- 
tion may  be  secured  from  the 
Servicing  Division  of  the  Federa- 
tion, 20  Spruce  Street,  Boston, 
Mass.,  or  from  the  Education  and 
Publicity  Div.,  Dept.  Wild  Life  & 
Fisheries,  126  Civil  Courts  Bldg., 
New  Orleans  16,  La. 


Several  Parishes 
Curtail  Season 
On  Squirrels 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
permitted,  under  Louisiana  law,  to 
be    sold,    during   the    open    season. 
The    two  parishes   which   have 
curtailed  the  season  on  squirrels 
are   Concordia  and  Madison.     In 
Concordia     Parish     the     squirrel 
season  will  open  December  1  and 
run  through  December  31.  Madi- 
son Parish  has  set  up  a  split  sea- 
son   on    squirrels,    with    the    first 
half     opening     October     15     and 
running      through      October      31, 
and  the  second  half  to  be  in  De- 
cember to  coincide  with  the  deer 
season      dates      in     that     parish, 
which  are  December  5,  6,  12,  13, 
25,  26  and  27. 
Louisiana's     bear     season     gets 
under   way   November    1    and   will 
continue  through  January  1.    Thus 
far  Madison  Parish  is  the  only  par- 
ish to  have  declared  a  closed  sea- 
son  on  this  species   of  game  this 
year. 

The  migratory  waterfowl  season 
gets  under  way  November  18  when 
it  becomes  legal  to  shoot  ducks, 
geese,  and  coots.  The  season  on 
rails  and  gallinules  has  been  under 
way  since  September  1  and  con- 
tinues through  November  30.  The 
0-day  season  on  ducks,  geese  and 
coots,  will  run  through  Decem- 
ber 17. 


LAFAYETTE   ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER  PASSES   AWAY 

Wilfred  Henry  Landry,  age  57, 
enforcement  agent  for  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
since  December,  1942,  died  at  his 
home  in  Lafayette  on  August  14. 

Mr.  Landry  had  been  an  out- 
standing enforcement  ofl'icer  and 
expressions  of  sympathy  to  his 
family  were  expressed  by  Commis- 
sioner Luther  S.  Montgomery  and 
Major  Appel,  enforcement  chief. 


COUSHATTA  SPORTSMEN 
AID  IN  ORGANIZING 
JUNIOR    CLUB 

The  Red  River  Parish  Wildlife 
Association  at  a  fish  fry  held  Sep- 
tember 19  at  the  fair  grounds  at 
Coushatta  sponsored  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  junior  wildlife  club.  Boys 
between  the  ages  of  10  and  18 
were  invited  to  be  guests  of  the 
organization  at  the  fish  fry  and 
meeting. 

Representing  the  educational  di- 
vision of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department  and  handling  the 
organization  of  the  junior  club  was 
John  P.  Durham,  Jr.,  wildlife 
promotion  agent  and  Ambrose  P. 
Daigre,  north  Louisiana  represen- 
tative of  the  educational  division. 


Although  the  beaver  is  one  of 
the  best  of  all  swimmers,  only  its 
hind  feet  are  webbed. 


Eight 
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Sportsmen  Clubs 
Offered  Aid  on 
New  Projects 

The  active  sportsmen's  club  is 
a  real  asset  to  its  community.  The 
club's  desire  and  efforts  to  have 
more  fish  in  local  waters,  to  have 
more  wildlife  in  local  coverts,  are 
not  only  a  service  to  immediate 
outdoor  recreation,  but  a  necessary 
insurance  for  the  future  of  these 
resources. 

At  the  same  time  that  it  serves 
as  the  direct  representative  for 
conservation  in  each  locality,  the 
sportsmen's  club  is  also  the  means 
for  good  fellowship  among  the 
sportsmen  of  its  membership.  The 
fraternal  bond  of  interest  in  fish- 
ing, hunting  and  all  the  related 
subjects  of  outdoor  activity  solves 
the  first  step  in  organizing  a 
sportsman's  club. 

To  assist  in  the  organization  of 
a    sportsman's    club,     SPORTS 
AFIELD  magazine  has  prepared  a 
detailed  article  on  the  progressive 
steps  for  club  organization.    This 
will  be  sent  free  to  interested  in- 
dividual leaders  who  write  the 
Sporstnian's  Club  Director 
SPORTS  AFIELD 
405  Second  Avenue  South 
Minneapolis  1,  Minnesota. 

Recognizing  that  the  sports- 
man's club  doing  its  part  in  each 
locality  is  essential  to  conser- 
vation achievement,  SPORTS 
AFIELD  has  inaugm-ated  a  new 
service  for  all  the  sportsmen's 
clubs  by  offering  detailed  explana- 
tion of  constructive  conservation- 
restoration  projects.  These  appear 
in  regular  monthly  bulletins  which 
are  prepared  for  the  sportsmen's 
club  service  by  nationally  recog- 
nized authorities,  and  sent  free 
each  month  to  sportsmen's  clubs 
The  request  to  receive  these  bul- 
letins should  be  made  on  club 
stationery  to  SPORTS  AFIELD. 


CADDO   SPORTSMEN   TO 
HOLD  ANNUAL  BARBECUE 

Plans  for  their  annual  barbecue 
were  discussed  by  the  Caddo  Wild- 
life Federation  at  their  September 
meeting.  The  barbecue  is  to  be 
held  Friday  October  10.  Claude 
Hamel,  president,  appointed  the 
following  committees  to  arrange 
for  the  annual  event; 

Harry  Hickman,  general  ar- 
rangements committee,  chairman; 
Charles  Home,  food  committee 
chairman,  and  Percy  N.  Browne, 
program  committee. 

The  Federation  adopted  a  reso- 
lution asking  the  Police  Jury  to 
close  the  deer  season  in  Caddo 
Parish  this  year. 


Deer,  like  cattle,  chew  their 
cud,  Louisiana  wildlife  game  au- 
thorities state. 


[Many  Police  Juries 
Have  Not  Acted  on 
Deer  Season  Dates 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
action  they  have  taken  on  setting 
deer  season   dates.   These  parishes 
are  the  following: 

St.  Bernard,  St.  Charles,  Wash- 
ington, Concordia,  Union,  St. 
Landry,  West  Feliciana,  More- 
house, Caldwell,  Calcasieu,  La- 
Salle,  St.  Helena,  Iberia,  Beaure- 
gard, Richland,  Tensas,  Madison, 
Lafourche,  Terrebonne,  Allen,  As- 
sumption, Claiborne,  East  Feli- 
ciana, Evangeline,  Jackson,  Jeffer- 
son, Lafayette,  Vermilion,  West 
Baton  Rouge,  East  Carroll,  Con- 
cordia, Catahoula,  Red  River, 
Vernon,  St.  Mary,  East  Baton 
Rouge,  Terrebonne,  Lincoln, 
Franklin,  St.  James,  St.  Helena, 
Iberia,  Rapides,  Acadia,  Sabine, 
Webster,  Ouachita,  Tangipahoa, 
Grant. 

Of  these  parishes,  fourteen  have 
taken  action  to  close  the  season 
entirely  this  year,  on  deer.  These 
parishes  are  Allen,  Caldwell,  Clai- 
borne, Evangeline,  Jackson,  La- 
fayette, Richland,  Washington, 
Ouachita,  Red  River,  Lincoln, 
Acadia,  Sabine,  Webster. 

FISHERIES   SOCIETY   HEARS 
ABOUT  LOUISIANA  ACTIVITES 

One  of  the  featured  talks  at 
the  77th  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Fisheries  Society  held  in 
Denver,  Colorado  the  second  week 
in  September  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief 
biologist  of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  who  gave 
an  account  of  the  latest  dynamite 
experiments  recently  undertaken 
in  Louisiana.  He  illustrated  his 
talk  with  excellent  colored  motion 
pictures  taken  by  Edouard  Morgan 
of  the  Department's  education 
staff. 

Dr.  Gowanloch  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  International 
Relations  Committee  of  the  So- 
ciety succeeding  Dr.  H.  J.  Deason 
of  Washington,  who  has  charge  of 
all  the  fisheries  foreign  relations 
for  the  U.  S.  Govei-nment.  The 
work  of  this  committee  happens  to 
be  extreme  importance  at  present 
since  not  only  are  many  foreign 
fisheries  problems  of  immediate 
urgency  but  also  a  treaty  is  under 
process  of  negotiation  with  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  affecting  par- 
ticularly the  relations  of  Louisiana 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Dr.  Gowanloch  was  also  made  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  and  on  the  Committee 
on  the  Standardization  of  Biologi- 
cal terms  in  Fisheries  work. 


HOW  LONG  DO  DUCKS  LIVE? 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  how 
long  wild  ducks  live  according  to 
a  well  known  authority.  "There 
is  no  way  to  measure  their  years 
even  by  banding  unless  the  bird 
is  captured  when  a  juvenile  and 
is  finally  recovered  after  death 
due  to  old  age.  It  is  rare  however 
that  ducks  die  of  natural  causes" 
he  added.  "If  they  do  there  is 
little  record  of  it." 

Of  note  was  the  banded  greater 
scaup  duck  taken  recently  in  New 
York  state  by  John  O'Malley.  Ac- 
cording to  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service  records  it  had  carried 
it's  aluminum  bracelet  for  over  11 
years.  The  age  of  the  bird  was  un- 
known when  it  was  banded. 

A  mallard  banded  on  Sheboygan 


Marsh,  Wisconsin  July  18,  193 1 
was  shot  last  fall  by  Richard  Nej 
son,  Rockland,  Idaho.  This  biri 
evaded  shotguns  and  predators  foi 
over  12  years.  It  is  problematicE 
how  much  longer  the  mallar 
might  have  lived,  and  also  how  ol 
it  was  when  banded. 

Birds  raised  in  captivity  are  n 
sure  criterion  to  how  long  the; 
might  live  in  the  wild.  Presumabl; 
a  soft  life  with  food  and  protec 
tion  assured  might  prolong  thei 
existence.  But  will  it?  Maybe  fol 
lowing  the  f  lyways  North  to  South 
and  return  each  year,  furnishe 
necessary  stimuli  for  hard  muscles 
good  digestion,  and  long  life. 


Famous  last  words 
ain't  loaded." 


'Aw,   i 


No  Limit 

No  Limit 

10 

120 

10 

120 

15 

120 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WILD  LIFE  AND  FISHERIES 

1947-1948  LOUISIANA  GAME   LAWS 

SEASONS  AND  B."iG  LIMITS 


DAILY  SEASON 

RESIDENT  GAME  OPEN  SEASON  BAG  BAG 

LIMIT  LIMIT 


*Deer  (Bucks  only) Nov.  1-Jan.    10 

Bear JSTov.  1-Jan.      1 

Rabbit Oct.  l-Mar.     1 

Squirrel- _ Oct.  1-Jan.    15 

Chipmunks Oct.  1-Jan.    15 

Quail - Dec.  1-Feb.    20 

Turkey  Gobbler April  1-April  15 

Wild  Turkey  Hen,  Swans, 
Ringnecked  Pheasants,  Up- 
land Plover,  and  Golden 
Plover    No  Open  Season 


*  Police   Juries    shall    fix    the    deer   season    by    ordinance    in    their    respective 
parishes    any   time   between  dates   shown,    season    not   to   exceed   4S   days. 

Legal    possession    limits   of    resident    game    may    be   possessed   up    to    within    30 
days   of   the  opening  of   the   following  season. 

DAILY 

BAG    POSSESSION 
LIMIT  LIMIT 

**Ducks Nov.   18-Dec.    17  4  8 

»**Geese Nov.    IS-Dec.    17  4  4 

Amer.   and/or    Red-Breasted 

Mergansers _Nov.    18-Dec.    17  25           No  Limit 

Coots  (Poule-d'Eau) Nov.    18-Dec.    17  25  25 

Doves Dec.      1-Jan.    29  10  10 

Rails  and  Gallinules Sept.     1-Nov.    30  16  15 

Woodcock Dec.    23-Jan.      6  4  8 

Jacksnipe .Closed  Season 

Hours  for  shooting  ducks,  geese,  coots.  Rails  and  Gallinules:   Sunrise  to  one 
hour  before  sunset.    Shooting  hours  for  woodcock  and  doves:   One  half  hour  before 
sunrise    to    sunset.      NOTE:     On    Opening    Day    of    season — shooting    cannot    start 
before  12:00  Noon.    Use  of  bait  and  live  decoys  prohibited.    Legal  limit  of  migratory 
game  may  be  possessed  90  days  after  close  of  season.    Hunters  of  ducks  and  geese      ] 
must    have    a    federal    duck    stamp    attached    to   their   state    hunting    license.     Duck      i 
stamps    can    be    obtained    from    Postoffices    for    $1.00.     Use    of   rifles    or    guns    larger 
than  a  10-gauge.  or  guns  capable  of  holding  more  than  3  shells  prohibited.    Hunt-      I 
ing  licenses  on  sale  at  all  sheriffs  offices.  | 

*•  Daily  bag  limits  on  ducks,  except  Americi 
are  4  in  the  aggregate  of  all  kinds,  including  in  s 
duck.     Possession  limit  is  8,  but  not  more  than   1  wood  duck. 

***  Daily  baR  limits  on  geese,  4  in  the  aggregate,  including  ii 
not  more  than  1  Canada,  Hutchinson  or  white-fronted  (locally  cal 
belly)  goose.  Possession  limit  is  one  day's  bag  limit,  but  not  mo 
Canada,  Hutchinson   or  white-fronted    goose. 

REPORT   ALL    VIOLATIONS    TO    YOUR    NEAREST 
WILDLIFE   ENFORCEMENT  AGENT 


TRAPPING 


DAILY         SEASON 
TRAP  TRAP 

LIMIT  LIMIT 


Mink,  Otter,  Skunk,  Raccoon, 

Opossum Nov.   20-Jan.    20 

Muskrat  and  Nutria Dec.      1-Feb.    15 

Beaver No  Open  Season 

Wolt,   Panther,   Coyote,   Fox, 

and  Wild  Cat No  Closed  Season 


250  No  Limit 

250  No  Limit 


